
Table: Canada’s Immigrant Population

1 Discuss the questions below.

1. According to the most recent census data, Canada’s population is about 30 million. Of this
population, how many do you think are immigrants? 

2. How many people do you think immigrate to Canada each year?

3. Do you think the number of immigrants coming to Canada is increasing or decreasing? Why?

4. Of the current immigrant population in Canada, which three countries do you think are the most
common countries of origin? Why?

2 Read the following statements about immigration to Canada. Which facts surprise you? Why?

Pronouncing large numbers

When large numbers are spoken (in English), they can be difficult to understand. That’s why it’s important to
pronounce them in smaller “chunks,” with short pauses between each chunk. This way of saying large numbers
reflects the way they are written:

For example: 

6,186,950 six million -pause- one hundred and eighty-six thousand -pause- nine hundred and fifty

54,345 fifty-four thousand -pause- three hundred and forty-five

98 347 000 ninety-eight million -pause- three hundred and forty-seven thousand

To signal the end of the number, a falling intonation is used. This means that your voice drops at the end of the
last “chunk”. For example:

1,350,000 one million -pause- three hundred and fifty thousand

1,350,506 one million -pause- three hundred and fifty thousand -pause- five hundred and six )
)

Facts about Canada’s Immigration Population

• New data from the 2006 census show that the proportion of Canada’s population born outside the
country reached its highest level in 75 years. 

• The census counted 6,186,950 foreign-born people in Canada in 2006. They represented one in
five of the total population, the highest proportion since 1931.

• Between 2001 and 2006, Canada’s foreign-born population grew by 13.6 per cent. This was 
four-times faster than the Canadian-born population, which increased by 3.3 per cent.
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3 In pairs, take turns dictating numbers below to your partner. Practise pausing in the appropriate
places and using falling intonation to signal the end of the number. 

�

4 Audio 5.3: Listen to the recording about immigration trends in Canada and fill in the blanks below
with the missing numbers. Then answer the questions below.

1. Is the number of people immigrating to Canada increasing or decreasing? How do you know?
2. Which period of time in Canada’s history of immigration is described in the text?
3. When (since 1980) was the highest number of immigrants admitted to Canada?
4. How many immigrants were admitted into Canada in the 1980s?

Immigration Trends in Canada

Canada’s immigration policy has been guided by three broad objectives: to reunite families, to fulfill
Canada’s international obligations and humanitarian tradition with respect to refugees, and to maintain
strong economies in all regions of Canada. 

Under these objectives, Canada has welcomed over __________ immigrants since 1980s. About 1.3 million
immigrants were admitted to Canada in the 1980s, representing about __________ individuals coming each
year. In the 1990s, immigration levels in Canada increased to over __________ individuals annually. Between
1991 and 2000, about 2.2 million immigrants entered Canada. The high number of newcomers arriving
annually continued during the first five years of the new millennium. Between 2001 and 2006 alone,
_________ newcomers, or an annual average of _________ individuals, were admitted as permanent residents.

The admission of immigrants in 2005 and 2006 was at its highest level since the 1980s. __________
and __________ newcomers, respectively, were admitted in those two years. This high level of annual
admission of immigrants and the relatively slow rate of natural growth of the population explain why 
the proportion of the foreign-born in Canada’s population has been increasing since the 1990s.

Adapted from: http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2006/ref/info/immigration-eng.cfm (May 31, 2009).

Student A
Read the numbers to your partner Write the numbers you hear

678,905,098

320,100,096

1,030,400

30,000,000

Student B
Read the numbers to your partner Write the numbers you hear

24,000,000

23,567,001

450,230

5,600,302
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5 With a partner, take turns asking questions to complete the missing numbers in the table. 
For example, How many immigrants came from China between 1991 and 1995?

Student A | Canada’s Immigrant Population, by Country of Origin and Period of Immigration, 2006

�

Student B | Canada’s Immigrant Population, by Country of Origin and Period of Immigration, 2006

Source: Adapted from Statistics Canada : http://www40.statcan.gc.ca/l01/cst01/demo34a-eng.htm (May 31, 2009).

Top 12 countries of origin Period of Immigration

� 2006
population

before 1991 1991–1995 1996–2000 2001–2006

TOTAL 3,408,415 823,925 844,625

United Kingdom 515,135 20,630 18,200 25,655

China 466,940 133,910 108,285 155,105

India 443,690 67,820 89,890

Philippines 107,765 52,060 77,880

Italy 296,850 289,820 2,540 2,225 2,270

U.S.A. 250,535 168,840 18,770 24,155 38,770

Hong Kong 215,430 107,925 66,570 7,430

Germany 171,405 149,020 6,155 8,595 7,635

Poland 170,490 123,435 32,655 7,905 6,495

Viet Nam 160,170 107,760 31,005 10,860

Portugal 150,390 136,945 7,795 2,700 2,950

Pakistan 133,280 19,760 14,740 41,150 57,630

Top 12 countries of origin Period of Immigration

� 2006
population

before 1991 1991–1995 1996–2000 2001–2006

TOTAL 6,186,950 3,408,415 823,925 1,109,980

United Kingdom 579,620 515,135 20,630 18,200 25,655

China 466,940 69,635 108,285 129,140

India 443,690 156,830 67,820 89,890

Philippines 303,195 65,485 77,880

Italy 296,850 289,820 2,540 2,225 2,270

U.S.A. 250,535 168,840 18,770 38,770

Hong Kong 215,430 107,925 66,570 33,505 7,430

Germany 171,405 149,020 6,155 8,595 7,635

Poland 170,490 123,435 32,655 6,495

Viet Nam 160,170 107,760 31,005 10,860 10,545

Portugal 136,945 2,700 2,950

Pakistan 133,280 19,760 14,740 41,150
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6 Examine the completed table about immigration to Canada (from Activity 5). Answer the questions.

1. What do the numbers in the table represent?

2. How is the information organized? (Read the row and column labels.)

3. How are the countries of origin organized?

4. What numbers of immigrants are shaded? What numbers are in bold? Why?

5. In 2006, people from which country made up the largest group of immigrants?

6. From which country did the largest group of immigrants come before 1991? The second largest?
The 12th largest? 

7. Where did the largest group of immigrants come from in 1996–2000? The 12th largest? The 11th
largest (second smallest on the table)?

8. Did any data surprise you? Why?

7 Write five statements about the table that are either true or false. You can compare numbers 
of immigrants from the same country over the years (as in statement 1 and 2), or compare data
from different countries in the same period of time (as in statement 3). With a partner, read your
sentences and ask if they are true or false. 

For example:

1. The number of immigrants from India has increased in the last 10 years. (T)

2. Fewer and fewer immigrants have been coming from Hong Kong since 2000. (T)

3. In 2006, more immigrants came from Germany than from Poland. (F) 

8 With a partner or in a small group, write five statements about trends in Canada based on the data
in the table. Share your sentences with the class.
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