
Introduction to Essay Writing

Just as a paragraph is a group of sentences about one topic, an essay is a group of paragraphs about one topic. 
It contains an introduction with a thesis statement, supporting paragraphs and a conclusion. 

The introduction and the thesis statement
The introduction usually begins with a general discussion of the subject that is followed by the main idea of the
essay – the thesis statement. The thesis statement is usually expressed in one sentence and it defines the point
you intend to prove in your essay. A good thesis statement will help you organize your essay and give it direction; 
it is the central idea around which the rest of the essay is built. 

The body
The body of an essay consists of supporting paragraphs that expand on the main idea of the essay, providing
reasons, facts and examples for the thesis statement. Each paragraph should focus on one idea that relates to the
thesis statement. The idea is summarized in the paragraph’s topic sentence. The rest of the paragraph should prove
or explain the topic sentence. Together, all the paragraphs should support the thesis statement of the essay. The
order of paragraphs should make logical sense. 

The conclusion
The conclusion sums up the essay and usually expresses the same idea as the introduction, but in different words.
It generally starts with a summing-up transition like consequently, in short or in conclusion.

An outline can help structure and focus your essay. An outline is a plan that lists a thesis statement, main points
and supporting details. You can list the main points as topic sentences for the supporting paragraphs of the essay.
This can help you organize your paragraphs in the most effective order.

1� Search the Internet for information on essay writing and answer the questions below.

Sample search terms: essay writing; academic essays; types of essays; parts of essays

1. What are some types of essays? Describe and give examples of each type.

2. Prepare tips on writing an outline and different parts of the essay.

3. What does proofreading of an essay involve? Write tips on editing and proofreading.
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