
Narrative and Descriptive Paragraphs

Descriptive paragraphs describe a person, place or thing. Narrative paragraphs usually describe an event, a series of
events, or what a person does or did.

1 Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow. 

A The Group of Seven, a group of Canadian landscape painters in the 1920s, brought the Canadian
landscape to wider appreciation through their paintings. Initially, most of the group members met
as employees of a design firm in Toronto. Shortly after that, they often traveled to Georgian Bay
and Algonquin Park in Ontario for painting inspiration. Following WWI, the painters traveled
through Ontario’s Muskoka and Algoma regions, where they sketched the landscape and developed
art techniques. In 1920, their first exhibition of Canadian landscape paintings garnered mixed
reviews. Eventually, the Group of Seven were recognized as pioneers of a new, Canadian school 
of art. The Group of Seven clearly had a major influence on Canadian art, especially on how it
depicted landscapes.

B The Group of Seven’s paintings offer an unparalleled depiction of the unique character of Canada’s
landscape. They depict a different approach to landscape than the traditional European pastoral one.
The paintings feature the rugged nature of the often harsh Canadian landscape; they capture the
Canadian landscape’s feel of untamed wilderness. In addition, they have a bold style and often
vibrant use of colour. The Group of Seven’s distinctly Canadian style successfully shows Canada’s
rough yet beautiful landscape.

1. Which paragraph is descriptive and which is narrative? How do you know?

2. What is the topic sentence of each paragraph?

3. What are the supporting details of each paragraph?

2 Choose one of the topics below. Write either a descriptive or narrative paragraph. For the narrative
paragraph, you can create a timeline and brainstorm events/steps you would like to include.

• Describe your most treasured possession

• Describe your favourite place 

• Describe the best job you have ever had

• Narrate the events leading up your coming to Canada

• Describe the best day of your life
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