
Coherent Paragraphs: Transitions

Transition words or phrases can help to connect sentences together and show the reader how they are related. 
For example, transitions for comparing help to show the reader how two subjects are similar or different. Here are
some common transitions for different purposes:

• Transitions for comparing and contrasting: in the same way; similarly; on the other hand 

• Transitions to give examples or to add information: for instance; for example; such as, first; to begin with,
second, in fact

• Transitions to give reasons or indicate cause and effect: because; thus; therefore; due to

• Transitions to show a sequence or order: first; second; third, then; next; after that; finally; at last

1� Search the Internet for a list of transitions for different purposes. Create a list for your own use or
to post in the classroom or on the class wiki. 

Internet search terms: transitions; transition words and phrases

2 In the following paragraph, identify the transition words and phrases, the topic sentence,
supporting details and the concluding sentence.

Living in a large city means easy access to different types of newcomer information. First, immigrant-
serving agencies help newcomers find English classes, job search resources, and services that interpret
and translate documents. In addition, community information centres provide information about
community, social, health and government services. Moreover, public libraries carry multilingual 
books and resources as well as free Internet access. Newcomers can find information on just about
everything they need by accessing these important sources of information.

3 Fill in the blanks below with the appropriate transitions.

Cancer is one of the leading causes of premature death in Canada, but there are several ways we can
reduce our risk of developing it. , we can eat better. , we can eat foods that
are high in fibre and low in saturated fat, black beans and whole grain breads.

, we can be more active. , we can exercise for at least 30 minutes a day.
, we can avoid smoking or being exposed to second-hand smoke. , we 

can get screened for the types of cancer common to our gender. , women can have
mammograms to screen for breast cancer, while men can have PSA (prostate-specific antigen) tests 
to screen for prostate cancer. , by taking steps to reduce the risk of developing 
cancer, we can live longer, healthier lives.

such as further finally in addition first

in particular for example specifically in short
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Coherent Paragraphs: Transitions (Cont.)

4 Underline the transitions and identify the purpose of each one. 

There are many differences between the province of Ontario and the territory of Nunavut. To begin
with, Ontario, which joined Confederation in 1867, is one of Canada’s oldest provinces. By contrast,
Nunavut became Canada’s newest territory in 1999. In addition, Ontario and Nunavut differ greatly in
population. Ontario is home to about 10 million people (or one in three Canadians), whereas Nunavut,
with only about 28,000 residents, has Canada’s smallest population. Furthermore, Ontario and Nunavut
each have different language groups. In Ontario, especially in Toronto, dozens of languages can heard
on the streets every day. On the other hand, in Nunavut, where 85 per cent of the residents are Inuit,
Inuktitut and English are the two most frequently heard languages. Although Nunavut and Ontario are
both part of the same country, they differ in many ways. 

5 Write appropriate transitions to show comparison or contrast in the following sentences.

1. Vancouver Montreal are cities that attract newcomers.

2. New Brunswick, the largest of Canada’s three Maritime provinces, is Canada’s only
officially bilingual province.

3. Most of Canada’s provinces advance their clocks by one hour to mark daylight savings time from
April to October. Saskatchewan, , does not.

4. In southern and central Canada, agriculture of various kinds flourishes. , agriculture
in Canada’s Arctic regions is not possible due to permafrost.

6 You are going to write a paragraph about the challenges of living in a high-rise apartment. Write a
topic sentence. Then use the sample major and minor details or add your own to write a paragraph.

Major details Minor details

• difficult to meet neighbours • no social space to meet others

• not able to plant garden • no yard

• doing laundry takes long time • need to carry laundry to laundry room and back

7 Write one or two comparison paragraphs on one of the following topics. Use an appropriate topic
sentence and relevant supporting details. Include suitable transitions.

• Your previous country’s geography and Canada’s geography

• The weather in your previous country and in Canada

• Your present apartment/house, and your previous apartment/house

• Learning English in your previous country and learning English in Canada
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