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LINC 5 CLB Competencies and Essential Skills

The activities in this section represent a sample of possible activities that can build language proficiency when writing

in academic settings. You can supplement these activities with a range of materials from other sources. Below are the

CLB competencies, Essential Skills and specific language skills addressed in these activities. 

The activities in this section focus on the following language skills: 

• Identifying parts of a paragraph

• Identifying and writing an effective topic sentence

• Identifying and writing supporting details

• Recognizing standard paragraph structure

E
S These activities can help to develop the following Essential Skill:

• Writing

C
LB

� CLB 5–IV: Write a paragraph to relate/narrate a sequence of events; to describe a person, object, scene,

picture, procedure or routine; or to explain reasons.
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Introduction to Paragraph Writing

1 In small groups, discuss the following questions.

1. How would you rate your writing skills?

2. What do you think your weaknesses are in writing?

3. In what situations do you think you need to write paragraphs?

4. Why do you think it is important to structure your writing in paragraphs?

5. How do you think a paragraph is different from a series of sentences?

Culture Note

In Canadian colleges and universities, it is expected that students know how to write clear and effective paragraphs. 
In fact, paragraph structure is taught in Ontario elementary schools as early as grade four and is addressed in 
the elementary and secondary school curricula in every year after that. However, many people still have trouble
following correct paragraph structure. Poor writing by students is a common complaint among secondary, college
and university educators.
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Parts of a Paragraph

A paragraph is a group of sentences about one topic. It contains a topic sentence, supporting details and
sometimes a concluding sentence. The sentences follow one another from the beginning to the end of the
paragraph. A paragraph is usually part of a longer piece of writing, such as a letter or essay.

1� Search the Internet for a more detailed explanation and examples of each part of a paragraph.
Write three tips for writing a paragraph. Share your tips in small groups.

Possible search terms: writing paragraphs; parts of paragraph

The concluding sentence

A concluding sentence is sometimes used in 
longer paragraphs to sum up the ideas presented. 
It expresses the same idea as the topic sentence
but in different words. It can start with a transition
such as clearly or in conclusion.

The supporting sentences

The supporting sentences are the middle sentences
of the paragraph. They provide details such as
explanations or examples that expand on or support
the topic sentence. Supporting sentences are
sometimes connected by transition words or
phrases.

Terry Fox was a Canadian who suffered from bone

cancer and raised awareness for cancer research

by trying to run across Canada. He attracted a lot

of attention by running the distance of a marathon

daily on one prosthetic leg. He also challenged each

Canadian citizen to contribute one dollar for cancer

research. Unfortunately, Fox was forced to end his

run near Thunder Bay because of health complications.

The CTV network organized a nation-wide run to

continue Fox’s fundraising efforts. Clearly, Terry Fox

had an impact on both cancer research and the

millions of Canadians who participate in the Terry

Fox Run every year.

The topic sentence

The topic sentence is usually the first sentence of
the paragraph. It states the main idea of the
paragraph. A good topic sentence tells the reader
exactly what the rest of the paragraph will be
about. 
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Parts of a Paragraph (Cont.)

2 Read the paragraph and discuss the questions that follow.

Glenn Gould is widely regarded as Canada’s most famous and eccentric pianist. He is renowned for his
recordings of the music of Johann Sebastian Bach. For example, Bach’s Goldberg Variations, Gould’s first
recording, was among the best-selling classical music albums of its time. Gould is also famous for his
unusual behaviour. He would only play concerts while sitting on an old chair his father had made, and
he usually hummed while he played. Contrary to most pianists, he disliked playing in concert halls, and
devoted most of his career to the recording studio until his death in 1982. In brief, Glenn Gould was an
unconventional pianist who made a significant impact on the world of music. 

1. What is this paragraph about?

2. What is the topic sentence? How is it different from your answer to question 1?

3. What are the details that support the topic sentence?

4. What transitions are used? What is the purpose of each transition?

5. What is the purpose of the concluding sentence?

3 Number the sentences below (from 1 to 5) to form a paragraph. On each line, write topic sentence,
supporting detail or concluding sentence to indicate the sentence’s purpose. Then write the
paragraph in order, adding appropriate transitions. 

� Hydroelectric power is a valuable source of renewable energy.

� Nickel is another natural resource used in the making of stainless 
steel as well as coins.

� These are just a few of the resources Canada offers. 

� Canada offers a variety of natural resources that are used for 
different purposes.

� Timber is used for building materials and furniture.

4 Find two or three examples of a paragraph (from a textbook or from the Internet). Identify the parts
of each paragraph. Work in a group and discuss the structure of each paragraph. 
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Topic Sentence

The topic sentence is usually the first sentence of a paragraph, and states the main idea of the paragraph. The
topic sentence has a clear focus that tells the reader what the paragraph will be about. It makes a statement that
can be supported with explanations, examples or facts. 

Consider the example below. The topic sentence introduces the topic (Canadian winter weather) and has a clear
focus (poses a number of challenges). From the topic sentence, the reader knows that the paragraph will elaborate
on the number of challenges that winter weather poses for newcomers from tropical climates. 

Topic sentence: Canadian winter weather poses a number of challenges for newcomers from tropical climates. 

Possible supporting details:

• adjusting to snow and low temperatures

• choosing appropriate winter clothing

• driving on snowy and icy roads

1 Identify the focus in each of these topic sentences. For each topic sentence, discuss what you
think the rest of the paragraph would be about. 

1. Fundraising for research into particular diseases can take many forms.

2. The risk of developing cancer can be reduced by changes to your lifestyle.

3. Running the distance of a marathon each day is hard on your body.

2� Search the Internet for information and practice activities on writing a topic sentence. Write three
tips for writing topic sentences. Share your tips in a small group.

Possible search term: topic sentence

3 The topic sentence is missing in each paragraph below. Circle the most effective topic sentence.
Explain your choice. 

1. a. Canada’s Arctic has dark winters, low temperatures and permanently frozen soil.

b. Agriculture is impossible in Canada’s Arctic regions.

c. Canada’s Arctic regions receive only a small amount of sunlight.

The temperatures in the Arctic range between -22 °C and 6 °C. In addition, much of the region has
permafrost (permanently frozen ground) all year. The winters are long and dark, and the short
Arctic summers do not provide enough sunlight for growing crops. It is clear that farming is not
likely to be a successful pursuit in Canada’s north.
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Topic Sentence (Cont.) 

2. a. Vancouver Island’s climate and landscape are unique.

b. There are mountains, farmland and trees on Vancouver Island.

c. Rain plays a key role in determining Vancouver Island’s climate.

Vancouver Island has the most comfortable, temperate climate of any region in Canada. In addition,
Vancouver Island contains both farmland and mountains. Furthermore, its west coast contains the
oldest and tallest trees in Canada. This astounding variety of features makes Vancouver Island one 
of Canada’s most unusual places.

3. a. Niagara Falls and the Bay of Fundy are very famous for their water.

b. Canada’s geography has many superlatives.

c. Canada’s border passes through Niagara Falls at one point.

To begin with, Canada boasts the world's longest undefended and open border. In addition, Hudson
Bay is the world's largest bay. Also, with rises and falls of 20 to 40 feet in some places, Nova Scotia's
Bay of Fundy tides are the highest in the world. Lastly, Niagara Falls has the highest volume of
water in the world. With these and other amazing wonders, Canada is truly a nation of superlatives.

4 Write a suitable topic sentence for each paragraph below. Reading the details and the concluding
sentence can help you to form the topic sentence. Compare your topic sentence with a partner’s.

1.

You can use it by pouring it on pancakes, waffles and cereal. You can also use it to sweeten 
coffee, tea and milkshakes. In addition, you can mix the syrup with butter and use it to glaze
squash, sweet potatoes, or carrots. It is easy to see why a bottle of maple syrup is useful to have 
in the kitchen.

2.

First, ripe grapes are left on the vine after regular harvest. Next, the temperature must be at -8 °C
or colder for at least 24 hours before workers harvest the grapes, usually before sunrise. Then, the
grapes are quickly pressed for their juice. Finally, this juice is fermented slowly to make wine.
Making ice wine is a lot of work, but the tasty results are worth it!

3.

Wild harvested fiddlehead greens are pesticide free. They are nutritious, as they are a very good
source of vitamins A, B and C. Fiddleheads are also easy to cook and tasty. Their unique taste is like
a mixture of asparagus, green beans and broccoli. Clearly, there are many reasons why fiddleheads
are a good vegetable choice!
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Supporting Details

The sentences that follow the topic sentence in a paragraph should support the topic sentence. They can include
explanations, reasons, facts and examples to demonstrate or elaborate on the topic sentence. Consider the
paragraph below. Each supporting sentence provides an example of wild animals being a nuisance. 

Certain wild animals can be a nuisance to city dwellers. Raccoons make messes in garbage cans and can spread
rabies. Squirrels like to eat garden plants and nest in attics and chimneys. Furthermore, skunks spray bad-smelling
liquid and dig up gardens. People living in cities need to keep an eye on their homes and gardens for these
unwelcome animal visitors.

In good paragraphs, every supporting sentence demonstrates the focus of the topic sentence. Consider the next
paragraph, in which the three underlined sentences are not related to the topic sentence. 

Certain wild animals can be a nuisance to city dwellers. Raccoons make messes in garbage cans. They are like
little masked bandits. Squirrels like to eat garden plants and nest in attics and chimneys. My garden lettuces didn’t
grow very well this year. Actually, I used to keep a squirrel as a pet years ago. And skunks spray bad-smelling liquid
and dig up gardens. People living in cities need to keep an eye on their homes and gardens for these unwelcome
animal visitors.

1 Read the two paragraphs below and discuss which one contains more effective supporting details,
and why.

1. Finding suitable housing in cities can be a challenge. First of all, it is really unbelievable how
expensive apartments and houses are. It seems that most of my income is spent just on housing.
This doesn’t leave me with very much money for buying groceries, clothing or even having a car.
Having a car would make getting to work so much easier for me. Also, it would be nice to be able
to walk to work and grocery stores. It takes so long to get anywhere. Clearly, we must search
carefully to find affordable, comfortable, and convenient city housing.

2. Finding suitable rental housing in cities can be a challenge. First of all, the cost of rent is high,
especially in Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver. Also, it may be difficult for large families to find
large enough apartments because of the shortage of such housing. Finally, not all housing is located
within comfortable walking distance to work or stores. Clearly, we must search carefully to find
affordable, comfortable, and convenient city housing.
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Supporting Details (Cont.)

When writing supporting details, first look at the topic sentence and determine reasons, facts and examples that
can support it. Brainstorming is a good way to come up with a list of these reasons, facts or examples. Then,
decide on the most relevant three or four items and develop supporting sentences from them. Consider these
brainstormed ideas and the finished paragraph below. 

I earned a university degree, but getting it was full of
challenges. First of all, I spent four years working two
jobs. I saved a little bit of money each week so that I
could afford the tuition. Then I spent months studying
for the TOEFL test. And finally, while I was attending
university, I needed to make sure my daughter was in
good care, and that we had an affordable place to live.
Although I am proud of my degree, it was certainly not
easy to earn.

2 For each of the topic sentences below, brainstorm as many supporting details as you can and 
write them in point form. Then choose three details and write them in complete sentences.

1. Ontario cottage country offers many fun activities during the summer.

2. You can learn new vocabulary in different ways.

3 Use one of the topic sentences below. Then brainstorm as many details as you can that support
your topic sentence. Use reasons, facts and examples. Then choose three or four details and write
a paragraph. 

• Winter in Canada offers a variety of leisure activities.

• Working and studying at the same time is full of challenges.

• Getting an Ontario driver’s licence involves several steps.

Getting my university degree was full of challenges.

– saving enough money for tuition

– studying for TOEFL test

– completing an application

– getting my documents together

– arranging for full-time daycare for daughter

– finding people to help me proofread and edit 
my essays 

– finding affordable places to live
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Transitions

Transitions are words or phrases that connect ideas within a sentence or paragraph. They help to make a paragraph
easy to understand. Here are some common transition words and phrases. Add your own to the list. 

For describing a sequence or a step-by-step process:

• first; next

• then; after that

• finally; lastly

For giving examples or additional information:

• to begin/start with; first of all • for example; such as

• also; in addition; besides • for instance; in particular

• further; furthermore • in addition; moreover

1 Underline the transitions in the following two paragraphs and discuss the purpose of each one.

1. To become a Canadian citizen, you must meet several requirements. First of all, you must be a
permanent resident of Canada. Also, you have to live in Canada for at least three years before
applying. In addition, you must be able to communicate in either one of Canada’s official languages.
Furthermore, you have to pass a test on the rights and responsibilities of Canadians, and know about
Canada's political system, history and geography. Meeting these requirements will make you eligible
to apply for Canadian citizenship.

2. There are a number of steps to take when applying for Canadian citizenship. First, print the application
form from the Citizenship and Immigration Canada website. Next, fill in the form, attach the required
documents, photos and fees, and mail it. Then, study the book A Look at Canada and learn everything
you can about Canada's political system, history, geography and population. After that, take the
citizenship test. Finally, take the Oath of Citizenship to receive your citizenship. 

2 The paragraph below has no transition words or phrases. Rewrite the paragraph with appropriate
transitions.

The federal government follows a certain process to pass bills into laws. The bill is introduced in the
Senate or House of Commons in Ottawa. Cabinet considers and then approves the bill. The bill receives
three readings in the House of Commons. The bill is sent to the Senate for its consideration. The governor-
general gives the bill royal assent. Passing bills into laws in Canada involves input from all sections
of Parliament.

3� Search the Internet for a list of transition words and phrases for different purposes. Create a list
for your own use. 

Possible search terms: transitions; logical connectors
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Concluding Sentence

Sometimes a paragraph will have a concluding sentence. This final sentence often summarizes the paragraph and
re-states the topic sentence. Consider the topic sentence and the concluding sentence in the paragraph below. 

Canada offers a variety of interesting foods from coast to coast. The west coast produces a lot of smoked salmon
and tasty Nanaimo bars. Fiddleheads and butter tarts are common in central Canada. Quebec offers French-
Canadian dishes such as tourtière (a meat pie) and poutine (french fries with cheese and gravy). Finally, the
Maritime provinces are known for their lobster and salmon. Wherever you go in Canada, you can find unusual 
and delicious food.

1 Read the following paragraphs. Write appropriate concluding sentences. 

1. Visitors can enjoy a wide variety of activities in Canada’s Atlantic provinces. In New Brunswick,
they can go whale-watching on the Bay of Fundy. In Nova Scotia, they can take a scenic drive
along the Cabot Trail and visit important historic sites like Port Royal and the Fortress of Louisbourg.
On Prince Edward Island, they can see the home of Lucy Maud Montgomery (author of Anne of
Green Gables) in Cavendish. And finally, in Newfoundland they can visit St. John’s, one of Canada’s
oldest cities, or hike through Gros Morne National Park. 

2. Ontario is a great place to go fishing. First of all, Ontario has a vast number of freshwater lake,
rivers and streams In addition, there are many tasty fish species like whitefish, trout, perch and
smallmouth bass. Finally, anglers can enjoy beautiful scenery and tranquil settings. 

2 Write a paragraph about the reasons why you chose to live in this city or town. Write a topic
sentence. Then brainstorm as many details as you can that support your topic sentence. Choose
three or four details and write a paragraph. Include a concluding sentence. Exchange your
paragraph with a partner and use the checklist below to evaluate your partner’s paragraph.

YES NO

• There is a topic sentence with a clear focus. � �

• There are enough details to support the topic sentence. � �

• All details relate to the focus of the topic sentence. � �

• A concluding sentence sums up the paragraph. � �

• Transitions are used appropriately. � �
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Editing Paragraphs

After writing a paragraph, it is always a good idea to edit it. While editing your paragraph, make sure that it follows
correct paragraph structure. It should have a topic sentence with a clear focus, and include details that support the
topic sentence. Your paragraph should also be free of spelling, punctuation and grammar errors. You should always
spell- and grammar-check your writing. Remember that the spell-check feature on your computer will not help if
you spell the word correctly, but use it incorrectly. Use a dictionary or a thesaurus if you are unsure how a word 
is used. 

To edit your paragraph, read it carefully. Reading it out loud can be more effective than reading it silently. You can
also ask someone else to proofread it for errors. Here is a list of items to check for while reading your paragraph: 

Paragraph structure

• Does your paragraph contain a topic sentence with a clear focus?

• Does each supporting sentence include a fact or example that relates to the topic sentence? 

• Does your paragraph have a concluding sentence that sums up the main idea of the paragraph?

• Are the sentences connected to each other so that they flow?

Grammar, punctuation and spelling

• Does each sentence begin with a capital letter and end with a period? 

• Are commas, apostrophes and other punctuation marks used correctly?

• Is every word used and spelled correctly? 

• Are verb tenses used correctly and consistently?

• Is each pronoun used correctly? 

• Are articles used correctly?

1� Search the Internet for information that will help you as you edit your paragraphs. Choose one kind
of error that you frequently make. Search for web pages that offer practice activities relating to this
error. Share with your classmates. 

Possible search terms: writing common errors ESL; spelling rules; verb tense + paragraphs; word order +
sentence; pronoun reference; articles
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Editing Paragraphs (Cont.)

2 Read the paragraph below and answer the questions that follow.

The beaver has long been considered an emblem of Canada. In addition, it appeared on Canada’s first
postage stamp in 1851. It is brown in colour and has a flat tail that makes a loud noise when it slaps 
the water. It is also pictured on the back of Canada’s five-cent coin. In addition, a sugar-coated flat
Canadian pastry is named the “beaver tail.” In 1975, the beaver officially became a Canadian emblem
when it received royal assent. Beavers can make trees fall just by chewing through them. Clearly,
Canadians embrace the beaver as a national symbol. 

1. What is the focus of the topic sentence?

2. Which supporting details do not relate to the topic sentence?

3. Which transition is used incorrectly?

3 The paragraph below has 13 errors in grammar, spelling and punctuation. Circle them and make
the necessary corrections.

Hint: There are three errors in verb tenses. There is one error in pronoun reference.

Raccoons have adapted very well city life in the southern Canada. To begin with, the chimneys, garages,
attics and porches eveywhere provide home for raccoons. In addition, raccoons found much of its food
supply in garbage cans and composts. Finally, few of there natural predators (like red foxs and bobcats)
are living in the city. With plentiful living spaces, nearby food supplies and a safe environment from
predators, raccoons will continued to live comfortable in southern Canadian city
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Writing a Paragraph: Putting It in Practice

1 Choose one of the topics below or create your own. Write a paragraph using correct paragraph
structure, spelling and grammar. Include a topic sentence, supporting details and a 
concluding sentence. 

Write a paragraph to:

• Describe your weekend

• Describe your employment history

• Describe a significant event in your life

• Describe a person you know well

• Describe a movie or book you like

Use the rubric below to rate your own paragraph. 

Not good yet Getting Better Excellent

Topic sentence Topic sentence is 
not clear.

Topic sentence is
incorrectly placed.

Topic sentence is clear
and is correctly placed.

Topic sentence is clear
and is correctly placed.

Supporting details There are no
supporting details
about the topic
sentence.

Some details support
the topic sentence;
some do not.

Each detail supports
the topic sentence.

Grammar and
punctuation

Paragraph has several
grammar, punctuation
and spelling errors.
These errors make the
paragraph hard to read.

Paragraph has a few
grammar, punctuation
and spelling errors. 

Paragraph has no
errors in punctuation,
spelling or grammar.
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Instructor Notes | Chapter 1 | Academic Skills | Writing Paragraphs L INC  5

This chapter includes activities that can help learners develop the skills and background knowledge they
need to write basic paragraphs. These skills include: identifying the subject and focus in topic sentences,
writing topic sentences, identifying transition words and phrases, writing supporting details, and recognizing
and identifying the parts of a paragraph.

These activities have been guided by the CLB performance conditions relating to LINC 5. If you want to
develop your own activities, consider the following performance conditions relevant to academic writing:

Performance Conditions

• Writing is one paragraph long

Some of the activities are termed Putting It in Practice. These tasks allow learners to demonstrate their knowledge
and skills in paragraph writing. They can be used for formative assessment of learner progress.

You can use some or all of the activities in the order in which they are presented or choose the activities that
are of interest to the learners you teach. For more ideas on possible skills and language functions relating to
academic skills, see the LINC 5–7 Curriculum Guidelines, Units 1–2.

� p. 11 | Introduction to Paragraph Writing

Introduces the topic of paragraph writing; serves as a needs assessment tool

1 This is a warm-up discussion that introduces basic paragraphs. It can be used to help you determine how
familiar learners are with paragraph structure and how interested they are in improving their paragraph
writing skills.

Extend the Activity: Discuss the Culture Note. Elicit from learners whether or not they think academic
writing conventions in Canada are different from those in other countries.

� p. 12 | Parts of a Paragraph

Introduces basic paragraph structure

1 Before learners read about the parts of a paragraph, elicit from them the function of each part of a paragraph
and how a paragraph differs from a group of sentences. After they read about the parts of a paragraph,
have them search for information on the parts of a paragraph on the Internet. You can have learners post
links to their favourite web pages on the board or a class wiki.

2 Answers

1. Glen Gould

2. Glen Gould is widely regarded as Canada’s most famous and eccentric pianist.

3. Renowned for his recordings of Bach; famous for unusual behaviour (played concerts while sitting
on a particular chair and humming); disliked playing in concert halls

4. For example; also; in brief

5. Summarizes the paragraph
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3 Answers

2 or 3 or 4 Hydroelectric power is … Supporting detail

2 or 3 or 4 Nickel is another … Supporting detail

5 These are just a few of the … Concluding sentence

1 Canada offers a variety of natural … Topic sentence

2 or 3 or 4 Timber is used … Supporting detail

Transitions such as for example, also, in addition, moreover can be used to connect sentences to each other.

� p. 14 | Topic Sentence

Provides practice identifying the topic sentence

1 You can introduce this activity by distinguishing between the subject of a sentence (located at the beginning
of the sentence), and the focus of a sentence.

Answers (the focus is underlined)

1. Fundraising for research into particular diseases can take many forms. The rest of the paragraph will
be about the different forms of fundraising for research.

2. The risk of developing cancer can be reduced by changes to your lifestyle. The rest of the paragraph
will be about different lifestyle changes that can reduce the risk of developing cancer.

3. Running the distance of a marathon each day is hard on your body. The rest of the paragraph will
explain how running a marathon daily is hard on your body.

Extend the Activity: To offer learners more practice identifying the focus of topic sentences, you can use
the sample topic sentences below (focus is underlined). You can also have learners brainstorm possible
supporting details for each topic sentence.

3 Answers

1. b 2. a 3. b

Additional topic sentences:

1. Dressing properly for Canadian winter requires a number of suitable items of clothing.

2. Pollen from spring flowers can cause various health problems.

3. Foggy conditions can cause problems while driving.

4. Adapting to a new climate is a challenge.

5. Mosquito and other insect bites can cause discomfort.

6. Driving in winter weather can be dangerous for several reasons.

7. Hot, humid weather can be uncomfortable in many ways.

8. Staying healthy during the winter requires several steps.
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4 For this activity, you can instruct learners to carefully read the details and the concluding sentence of each
paragraph to help them write a suitable topic sentence. Topic sentences will vary, and are correct as long
as the topic sentence expresses a focus that relates to each detail of the paragraph. Learners can work on
the activity individually or in pairs. They can share their answers orally as you write them on the board,
then discuss the suitability of each one.

Possible Answers (answers will vary)

1. Maple syrup is a versatile ingredient in both food and drink.

2. Producing ice wine requires a number of steps.

3. Fiddlehead greens are becoming more popular in Canada for a number of reasons.

� p. 16 | Supporting Details

Provides practice identifying and writing effective supporting details

1 Answer

Paragraph B contains more effective supporting details, because those details state reasons, facts or
examples that demonstrate the claim made in the topic sentence. Paragraph A contains personal
opinions and irrelevant information.

2 This activity helps learners to write details that relate to the focus of the topic sentence. Learners can write
the sentences individually, or in pairs and share their supporting details in small groups. If learners require
more practice, you could have them write supporting sentences for the additional topic sentences listed on
p.24 (Instructor Notes).

3 Possible Answer

Winter in Canada offers a variety of leisure activities. First of all, you can enjoy ice skating on one of the
many natural or man-made ice rinks. Also, you can go downhill skiing in hilly or mountainous areas.
In addition, you can hike through woods. Finally, you can go ice fishing through a hole in the ice of a
frozen lake. Get outside this winter and enjoy some of these fun pastimes!

� p. 18 | Transitions

Provides practice identifying the function and use of transition words and phrases in a paragraph

1 In this activity, learners locate and underline the transition words and phrases. Learners can work individually
or in pairs.

Answers

1. First of all; also; in addition; furthermore 2. First; next; then; after that; finally

Extend the Activity: Bring in paragraphs from newspapers or magazines and have learners locate the
transitions. You could also use the paragraphs as cloze exercises in which learners fill in the blanks with
appropriate transition words.
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� p. 19 | Concluding Sentence

Provides practice identifying and writing a concluding sentence

1 Possible Answers (answers will vary)

1. It’s easy to see why the Atlantic provinces have become a popular holiday destination!

2. Ontario offers anglers a great place to cast their lines.

Extend the Activity: Learners can brainstorm other possible supporting details for each topic sentence.

� p. 20 | Editing Paragraphs

Provides practice identifying and editing for paragraph structure and grammar, spelling and punctuation

2 Answers

1. The subject is the beaver, but the focus of the topic sentence is has long been considered an emblem
of Canada.

2. It is brown in colour and has a flat tail that makes a loud noise when it slaps the water; beavers can
make trees fall just by chewing through them.

3. In addition in the second sentence.

3 Answers

Raccoons have adapted very well to city life in the southern Canada. To begin with, the chimneys, garages,
attics and porches everywhere provide homes for raccoons. In addition, raccoons find much of their
food supply in garbage cans and composts. Finally, few of their natural predators (like red foxes and
bobcats) live in the city. With plentiful living spaces, nearby food supplies and a safe environment from
predators, raccoons will continue to live comfortably in southern Canadian cities.

� p. 22 | Writing a Paragraph: Putting It in Practice

Provides an opportunity for learners to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in a task

Performing this activity requires learners to integrate a number of skills and language abilities needed to
write an effective paragraph. This task can be used for formative assessment purposes. The results of the
assessment can help you and learners determine what still needs to be learned or worked on. A copy of
this task along with the assessment results can be included in the learner’s portfolio for future reference.

This task relates to the CLB competency below. You can use the sample assessment criteria to assess learners,
or develop your own criteria based on what you have taught. Learners can also assess themselves or each
other using the same criteria. For more information on assessing learner progress, see the LINC 5–7 Curriculum
Guidelines, pp. 37–45.



L INC  5 Instructor Notes | Chapter 1 | Academic Skills | Writing Paragraphs 27

� CLB 5-IV: Write a paragraph to relate/narrate a sequence of events; to describe a person, object,
scene, picture, procedure or routine; or to explain reasons..

Sample Assessment Criteria

� Reader can easily understand the paragraph

� Learner writes a topic sentence with a clear focus

� Learner writes enough supporting details to describe the subject

� Each supporting detail is related to the focus of the topic sentence

� Transitions are used appropriately

� Paragraph is free of grammar, spelling and punctuation errors




