
Expressing Opinions: Putting It in Practice

At work and in social situations, we often give opinions and suggestions, and respond to others’ opinions and
suggestions. In these discussions, we can use diplomatic language, active listening techniques, and assertive
language to share our views while respecting the views of others. Here are some expressions you can use to: 

Give an opinion or seek the opinions of others: 

I think ...; If you ask me ...; As far as I’m concerned ...; The way I see it ...; What do you think? 

Agree: 

I agree; Exactly! Good idea; I think so, too; Good point! Sounds good! That’s right!

Disagree: 

You have a point but ...; I disagree because ...; I see what you mean, but ...; Yes, but don’t you think ...; Yes, but
what about ...; Yes, but don’t forget ...; I know what you mean, but ...; I’m not so sure that’s such a great idea …

Interrupt and resist an interruption: 

Can I say something here?; Sorry to interrupt, but ...; Could I just add something here?

Let me finish, please; Hang on, I’m not finished; Hold on …

1 In groups of four, discuss one of the controversial statements below. Offer your opinions and
respond to those of your group members. Keep the discussion going, confirm your understanding of
the views of others, and agree or disagree. Use diplomatic language and active listening techniques.

1. Landlords should have the right to prohibit smoking in apartments.

2. Drivers should not be permitted to make right-hand turns on red lights.

3. Convicted murderers should get the death penalty.

4. Assisting a terminally ill person to commit suicide should be legal.

5. The government should provide free daycare to all children until they enter kindergarten.

6. Boys and girls should be educated separately.

7. Driving on Sundays should be banned to protect the environment.

8. Nuclear energy is clean and efficient. The government should invest money in building new nuclear
power plants.
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