
Responding to Inappropriate Questions and Comments

1 Discuss the following questions in small groups.

1. In a social situation with people who are not family members, what kinds of personal questions do
you consider rude or inappropriate?

2. Have you ever been asked an inappropriate question? How did you respond?

3. Have you ever asked someone a question and regretted it? What did you say? How did the other
person react?

2 Audio 3.12: Listen to an excerpt from a CBC radio program in which listeners share stories about
inappropriate questions. In your own words, write the meanings of the following expressions. 

• blunt • oblivious • the big light bulb • nosy

• makes you cringe • wince • tighten your jaw • snap

• foot-in-your-mouth doozies • to mess up • a flake

3 Listen to the excerpt again.

In groups: 

1. Retell the story about the woman who drove her pregnant friend to an industrial baby shower. 

• Why was this woman embarrassed? 

• Why do you think people were asking her if she was pregnant? 

• How did she put an end to the inappropriate questions? 

2. Retell Saddiqua’s story in your own words.

• Why was Saddiqua offended by the comment made by the man at the restaurant? 

3. Share your own experiences of being offended by an inappropriate comment or question. 

4. Brainstorm possible responses to the questions below.

• Oh, I love that dress. How much was it?

• How much do you get paid for doing a job like that?

• You were quite old when you had your first child, eh?

• Wow, you’ve put on a lot of weight since the last time I saw you, haven’t you?
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