
Shopping Expressions

Have you ever “shopped ’til you dropped” or bought a “lemon”? Do you like to window shop when you have nothing
better to do? Do you tend to shop around before making a purchase so you don’t end up paying “through the
nose”? There are a number of idiomatic expressions relating to shopping.

1 In pairs, discuss and write the meaning of the following expressions. Then decide which of the
expressions relates to a positive (P), negative (NEG) or neutral (N) experience. 

1. to pay through the nose NEG

You paid $3500 for the computer? Wow, you really paid through the nose!

2. (something is) dirt cheap

The jacket was dirt cheap. I only paid $18.00 for it.

3. to buy a lemon

That car has so many things wrong with it. I bought a lemon.

4. to shop around

Don’t buy it in the first store you see. Shop around.

5. to shop ’til you drop

I always try to get all my Christmas shopping done in one day. I just shop ’til I drop.

6. to window shop

I didn’t have any money so I was just window shopping.

7. to pay an arm and a leg

I know I paid an arm and a leg for the renovations but the guy did a great job.

8. shopaholic

My sister-in-law is a shopaholic. She just can’t stay away from shopping malls.

9. (to go on a) shopping spree

I got $1,000 for my birthday so I went on a shopping spree and spent it all in one day.

10. big-ticket item

There was a sale on washers, dryers and other big-ticket items.

2 Write a paragraph describing a shopping experience you have had. In your story, include two 
(or more) of the expressions above.
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